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This course explores the politics of economic inequality: the ways that economic inequalities have 
their origins and implications in political conflict and cooperation.  The central questions to be 
addressed in the literature, discussion and PhD participant contributions are fourfold: (1) what are 
the key conceptions and patterns of economic inequality relevant to political life?; (2) what are the 
origins of such varying inequalities, origins such as globalization, technological change or political 
representation, etc.?; (3) how do economic inequalities constitute or cause political inequalities (e.g. 
inequalities in symbolic, descriptive or substantive representation)?; and (4) what have been and are 
likely to be the important political backlashes against such economic and political inequalities (e.g. in 
anti-globalization politics, populist radicalism, civil and international violence)?   
 

In the one-week course, we will devote a day to each of these questions, respectively.  And a final 
day will be devoted to presentation and discussion of participants’ own research as it relates to one 
or more of the four themes of politics of inequality.  Participants are expected to be present, do the 
readings, and participate fully in the discussions in each day’s meetings.  Participants are also 
expected to fulfil two written requirements: brief daily reflection memos on the readings, to be 
prepared and submitted by the morning of each session; and a brief (4 page) research design on a 
topic within the themes of the politics of inequality (and presumably and preferably linked to each 
participants’ ongoing PhD project research).   
 
Interested participants are asked to send an e-mail to sophia.timmermann@uni-konstanz.de until 17 
April 2022 to register for participation. 
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Karl Polanyi. (2016). The Great Transformation. Boston: Beacon press, 1944. (selected 
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Lakner, C., & Milanovic, B. (2016). Global income distribution: from the fall of the Berlin Wall to the 
Great Recession. The World Bank Economic Review, 30(2), 203-232. 
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civil war: A global comparison." American Political Science Review105, no. 3: 478-495. 
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Lupu, N., & Pontusson, J. (2011). The structure of inequality and the politics of 
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